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Letters From Readers 


Praise God for your éditorial on tele- 
vision in the July 4th issue. You, Max- 
well, and Tozer seem almost to be voices 
in the wilderness crying out against the 
general indifference on the _ subject 
among evangelical Christians. 

It is not only a matter of violence, 
lust, and sin, but somehow or other 
everything is so weighted in favor of an 
atheistic, materialist way of life that 
one’s taste for things of God is dead- 
ened. Somehow things which enter the 
eye gate from pictures are too often 
assimilated without thought or discern- 
ment. 

How much the church needs to realize 
that it could grow if it would put out 
the “one-eyed” monster! 

Would like to see more constructive 
comments on the subject in your paper. 
—An Illinois reader. 








The Sunday School Times, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, is an interdenominational weekly published on 
each Saturday and printed.in the U.S.A. 

Copyright, 1959, by The Sunday School Times Co. 


Second-class postage paid at Philadelphia, Pa., and at 
additional mailing offices. Entered as second-class matter 





at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 





| e 


ik 


Wi 
For 


66 


Sti 


Pr 





1959 


ARDS 
“REE, 


VARD 


a a a 





August 22, 1959 


TIDWELL BIBLE LIBRARY. 


The Smday School Times 


Volume 101, No. 34 








lesson for September 6 in this issue 


Lesson 10.—Working Against God. 
Obadiah; Jonah 1; 2. 
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They Left Their Nets 


By Elizabeth Edmonds 
Mark 1:16-20 


66,.ISHERS of men,” clearly they 
heard the call— 
Those men who toiled on lovely Gal- 
ilee— 
Straightway they left their nets, their 
homes, their all— 
And followed Him who said, “Come 
after me.” 
What privilege to walk with Him and 
share 
His joys and sorrows, deeds of tender 
love, 
Compassion for lost souls beyond com- 
pare 
Guiding their wandering feet to 
Heaven above! 
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So many worldly nets waste precious 
 time— : 
Ambition, lure of gold, idols of clay 
Prevent our souls from reaching heights 
sublime 
In fellowship with Him the Life, the 
Way. 
When ebbs my tide of life and sight 
grows dim 
Say only this, “She left her nets for 
Him!” 


bd 


Some Three-Sixteens 


Though chapter and verse divisions in 
the Bible are not inspired, yet they are 
a great convenience and an aid to 
memory. It is interesting that basic 
truths of the Christian life are found in 
the third chapter and sixteenth verse of 
five different books of the Bible. The 
way of salvation is set forth in the well- 
known John 3:16. In Ephesians 3:16 
We'see the means of sanctification in the 
Sense of growth in grace: “That he 
would grant you, according to the riches 
of his glory, to be strengthened with 





“Hitherto 
heath the Lord 
helped us" 






might by his Spirit in the inner man.” 
It is by the operation of the Holy Spirit 
that we are conformed to the likeness of 


Christ. In Colossians 3:16 we _ see 
edification, that is, the building up of 
the Church which is the body of Christ. 
The verse reads, “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and _ spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord.” The Scriptures are to be 
the foundation of our wisdom, and 
congregational singing of hymns is one 
of the appointed means of growth in the 
church. In this way important truths 
are often painlessly taught and readily 
received. The music helps to get them 
into the heart and fix them in the mind. 
Beside this verse can be put Malachi 


3:16: “Then they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another: and the 
4 


Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a 
book of remembrance was written be- 
fore him for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name.” It is 
doubtful whether Christians today 
speak as freely together of the things of 
the Lord as they used to do, yet there 
is no better subject for pleasant and 
profitable conversation. Another well- 
known verse is 2 Timothy 3:16: “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction ‘in 
righteousness.” Here is seen the in- 
spiration of Scripture, one of the foun- 
dation doctrines of our faith, on which 
all the others rest. So, if one can just 
remember the names of these five books 
and the reference 3:16, he has a golden 
thread on which to‘string four pearls of 
Bible truth. And there is: a logical 
progression in them from the first step 
in salvation through the means of vic- 
tory and growth in the Christian life, to 
the defense of the faith. From the point 
of view of practical, everyday living, 
the center of this cluster may be found 
in the Apostle Paul’s prayer to God, 
“That he would grant you, according to 
the riches of his glory, to be strength- 
ened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner man.” 


Me 


|. The Lord’s Day 


By Joseph T. Bayly 


can life shows greater contrast to 

the pattern of earlier years than 

that of Sunday observance. Sectional 
differences exist (Southern laws are 
generally more strict than Northern 
ones, Toronto than Quebec; cooked 
meats may be sold ir some localities, 
but not uncooked; drugstores and the- 
aters may not open in many places 
until Sunday afternoon). But the con- 
stant trend in recent decades has been 
toward removing restrictions on Sun- 
day activity, toward treating Sunday 
the same as any other day of the week. 
Nor have Christians been unaffected 
by the trend. We may have lagged be- 
hind the world somewhat, but not by 
much. And we have our own sectional 
be (the Southwest is generally 
more lenient than the East, especially 
in the area of recreation). In addition, 
doctrinal beliefs affect Christian atti- 
tudes toward the Lord’s Day. Some 
look upon any type of Lord’s Day ob- 
servance as legalism, pure and simple. 
Others, a diminishing group, consider 
the Lord’s Day completely different 


N* AREA of contemporary Ameri- 


from the other six days in the week. 

Disregarding other factors, the mod- 
ern secularization of Sunday! seems 
especially surprising and regrettable in 
view of the prevalent five-day work- 
week. This is so from both Christian 
and worldly viewpoints. Fifty years 
ago people worked 60 hours or more 
each week, including Saturdays. In 
those days a case might have been 
made, both of convenience and neces- 
sity, for stores and recreational facili- 
ties to be open on Sunday, for Sunday 
to be used to paint houses and work in 
gardens. But with the present 40-hour 
week and Saturday free for many peo- 
ple, the change in Sunday seems rela- 
tively unnecessary. 

If an appeal to reason were possible, 
surely a restatement of the Fourth 
Commandment for our _ generation 
would constitute a strong argument: 
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. Five days shalt thou labor, and 
do all thy work, and the sixth day is 
thine to do with as thou wilt. But the 
seventh is the sabbath of the Lord thy 
God: in it thou shalt not do any work.” 


. 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (John 3:30). 

















Perhaps we have not really been con- 
vinced that in this- age of grace the 
Lord’s Day should be considered differ- 
ent from other days in the week. If 
so, we shall scarcely feel inclined to 
change the nature of the day’s observ- 
ance in our lives and in our homes, 
nor should we. Apart from conviction 
of eternal Biblical principles, there is 
no virtue in following the dead or dying 
example of the past. 

Are eternal Biblical principles in- 
volyed in our attitude toward the 
Lord’s Day? I believe they are. When 
the Fourth Commandment was given 
to Moses, God used His own creative 
work as an example of Sabbath-keep- 
ing. The principle of one day’s rest in 
seven is not related to fallen man un- 
der Law, but to God’s creation of a 
good and perfect world and man. The 
Sabbath was “blessed . .. and hallowed” 
in Eden. 

But we are not merely pointed to the 
beginning of time in» connection with 
the Sabbath; Jesus Christ pointed to 
the end of time, with words that seem 
to leave no doubt that the Sabbath was 
to continue in this age of grace: “But 
pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter, neither on the sabbath day” 
(Matt. 24:20). 

That the law of the Sabbath was 
written “with the finger of God” on 
tables of stone lends further weight to 
a view of the Sabbath as more than a 
day of mere ceremonial observance. 
By the very circumstance of its revela- 
tion, the principle of one day’s rest in 
seven is related to the moral law, rather 
than to the ceremonial laws. 

Further, certain internal evidence of 
the Sabbath’s importance is to be found 
in the location and wording of this 
Fourth Commandment. This Com- 
mandment is found in the first table 
‘(having to do with our responsibilities 
to God) rather than the second (our 
responsibilities to men). It alone of 
the Commandments is introduced with 
the word “Remember”—as if God knew 
how readily we would forget this par- 
ticular command. And this Command- 
ment is given with positive and 
negative force: “keep it holy,” “thou 
shalt not do any work.” Finally, in giv- 
ing the Commandment, God calls the 
seventh day “the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God,” not “the sabbath of man.” In 
this connection it is interesting to note 
that Jesus Christ said, “The Son of man 
is Lord also of the sabbath” (Mark 2: 
28). 

There are some Christians who say 
that every day should be the Lord’s 
Day, and no day should be treated dif- 
ferently from the rest. Certainly a view 
of the Lord’s Day that divides life into 
. Christian and secular compartments, 

with the worship and service of God 
limited to the Lord’s Day, is un-Biblical. 
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All of life, and every day, belongs to 
God. Yet the seventh day (really one 
day in seven, which could be either the 
first or the seventh day?) is a special 
day, a day when we may more defi- 
nitely and particularly remember God 
in worship and service. 

One-seventh of our time set apart for 
God; God implicitly honored six days 
of the week, explicitly honored the 
seventh day: this is our assurance that 
we are not cheating God in our use of 
time. 

This attitude of stewardship toward 
the Sabbath is perhaps best summed 
up in these words: “If thou turn away 
thy foot from the sabbath, from doing 
thy pleasure on my holy day; and call 
the sabbath a delight, the holy of the 
Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, 
not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine 
own words: then shalt thou delight thy- 
self in the Lord” (Isa. 58:13, 14a). 

As. with everything in human exist- 
ence that glorifies God, the Lord’s Day 
also brings blessings to man. Properly 
observed, this day is one of God’s good 
gifts rather than a chore. Perhaps a 
prime factor in contemporary problems 
of physical and mental stress is our 
loss of one day in seven as a day of 
rest. And thinking of the past, could 
men and women in those generations 
have held up under the long hours of 
labor six days a week apart from their 
keeping the seventh as a day of rest? 

Bishop Christopher Wordsworth 
properly called this a “day of rest and 
gladness.” And the old Scottish coup- 
let sums up this aspect of the Lord’s 
Day: : 

; Pes 
And rest for the joys of 
But a Sabbath — 
Whatever be gained, 

Is a certain forerunner of sorrow. 

The Christian who desires to please 
God will want to be sure that the Lord’s 
Day is what the name implies in his 
personal life and in his home. We can- 
not rob God of His day without robbing 
ourselves. 

An editor, according to. Covenant 
Weekly, received a letter from a reader 
stating that he had sowed his field on 
Sunday, had reaped it on Sunday, and 
it yielded as much as his neighbor’s 
field—a man who kept the Lord’s Day. 

The editor replied, “God does not al- 
ways close His books by the end of 


morrow; 


’ October.” 


(To be concluded) 


1In this article I do not discuss the differ- 
ences between Sunday (a secular name), Sab- 
bath (Jewish), and Lord’s Day (Christian). 
Instead I use all three terms. 

2From the world’s creation until the resur- 
rection of Christ, God appointed the last 
(seventh) day of the week as the day of rest, 
the day when He rested from His work of 
creation. The Christian Church set apart the 
first day of the week, beginning with the New 
Testament period, as the day of rest, thereby 
memorializing the day when Jesus Ghrist rested 
from His work of redemption. Some Christian 
groups (for instance, Seventh Day Baptists) 
continue to observe Saturday. 


ve 


Pray harder when it is hardest to 
pray.—Billy Graham. 


es 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Are Believers on Probation? 


Regarding the possession of ever- 
lasting life by the believer, I certainly 
believe that the Scripture is plain on 
that. But its conditional aspect is also 
plain. Was not the life that Adam 
and Eve possessed everlasting life 
since it came from God? Yet their 
possession of it was dependent upon a 
continued response to God’s sover- 
eignty. Is not the believer in a time 
of probation as long as he is in this 
life?—A Florida reader. 


The life that Adam and Eve possessed 
evidently would have been everlasting if 
they had not forfeited it by sinning. 
But the Scriptures do not warrant the 
conclusion that those who have been 
born again through faith in Christ are 
on probation as Adam and Eve were and 
that they are momentarily in danger of 
losing the eternal life that has been 
given them. 

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned ... Therefore as by the 
offence of one judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation; even so by the 
righteousness of one the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life. 
For as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience 
of one shall many be made righteous”, 
(Rom. 5:12, 18, 19). “For since by man 
came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:21, 22). 
Christ died to make it possible for all 
who believe in Him to receive again 
that spiritual life which Adam forfeited. 
Adam was the federal head of the 
human race and Christ is the head of the 
new creation. “The first man Adam was 
made a living soul; the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit. ... The first 
man is of the earth, earthy: the second 
man is the Lord from heaven” (1 Cor. 
15: 45, 47). 

The Lord Jesus said: “My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me: and I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father, which gave them me, 
is greater than all; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father’s hand” 
(John 10:27-29). To argue that a man 
can take himself out of the hands of 
Christ and the Father’s hand is not 
sound reasoning, for it denies the fact 
that “my Father .. . is greater than all,” 
and adds an exception to the verse 
which is not there. The word “man” in 
verse 29 is in italics, showing that it is 
not in the original; which indicates that 
the phrase can mean “no one” and it is 
so translated in some versions. In other 
words, God has restored to those who 
are born again that which Adam lost. 
A believer’s sin breaks his communion 
with his Heavenly Father, but does not 
destroy his eternal life. The provision 

(Continued on page 642) 
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A Parable of Prayer 


An Old Testament picture of 
New Testament privileges 


f RIOR to a certain conference 
being held the prospective attend- 
ants were asked to name the par- 

ticular subject they would like to have 

studied and discussed. The majority 
answer was a pleasant surprise. It was, 

“Tell us how to pray more effectively.” 

That was a God-pleasing answer. It 
frankly admitted a need but also a 
genuine desire to meet that need. Cer- 
tainly in all the varied needs of per- 
sonal life, home life, church life, and 
every other department of Christian 
living “effectual fervent prayer... 
availeth much” (Jas. 5:16). How to 
make prayer more effectual is every 
Christian worker’s major problem. 

Some years ago my attention was 
drawn to a parable of prayer found in 
the Old Testament. In six brief verses 
we have recorded an incident involving 
an old prophet, a young-king, a bow, 
and several arrows: 

“Now Elisha was fallen sick of his 
sickness whereof he died. And Joash 
the king of Israel came down unto him, 
and wept over his face, and said, O my 
father, my father, the chariot of Israel, 
and the horsemen thereof. And Elisha 
said unto him, Take bow and arrows. 
And he took unto him bow and arrows. 
And he said to the king of Israel, Put 
thine hand upon the bow. And he put 
his hand upon it: and Elisha put his 
hands upon the king’s hands. And he 
said, Qpen the window eastward. And 
he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot. 
And he shot. And he said, The arrow 
of the Lorp’s deliverance, gnd the ar- 
row of deliverance from Syria: for thou 
shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till 
thou have consumed them. And he 
said, Take the arrows. And he took 
them. And he said unto the king of 
Israel, Smite upon the ground. And 
he smote thrice, and stayed. And the 
man of God was wroth with him, and 
said, Thou shouldest have smitten five 
or six times; then hadst. thou smitten 
Syria till thou hadst consumed it: 
whereas now thou shalt smite Syria 
but thrice” (2 Kings 13: 14-19). 


Victory in a Bedchamber 


Here we learn that a victory on the 
battlefield was won in the prophet’s 
bedchamber. Before the battle ever be- 
gan the outcome was decided, and vic- 
tory determined. But not only so, the 
extent of the victory was also decided 
in the prophet’s room. For because of 
what was done there, or rather, was 
not done, the victory was to be a lim- 
ited victory. The young king smote 
the ground three times instead of five 
or six times, and thus the conquest 
would be limited and not complete. 

And it happened—as always—accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord; for the 
concluding verse in the chapter tells us 
that in his battles with Ben-hadad of 


The Rev. John Linton, B.A., is a well- 
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books. In this article he draws les- 

sons, on prayer from an incident at 
the close of Elisha’s life. 








Syria “three times did Joash beat him, 
and recovered the cities of Israel.” 

To all who would learn to pray ef- 
fectively I would point to this interest- 
ing parable, for parable it is. The 
prophet invested the whole bow and 
arrow incident with symbolic meaning. 
Clearly and definitely Elisha said, “The 
arrow of the Lord’s deliverance, and 
the arrow of deliverance from Syria; 
for thou shalt smite the Syrians in 
Aphek, till thou have consumed them.” 
Complete conquest was the promised 
possibility. The king had that potential 
in his hand when invited to smite the 
ground. Where he succeeded and where 
he failed we shall see. 

It is a fact that every Gospel service 
is a battle, and every church a battle- 
field. The stakes are the souls of men, 
and ranged against each other we have 
the power of God and the power. of 
Satan. 

The issue is decided not during the 
battle but before it begins. Whether 
the service ends in victory or defeat 
is not determined by what is said or 
done in that service but by what pre- 
ceded the service. 


Victory Before the Service Begins 


I preach occasionally in a certain 
large church as guest preacher and not 
infrequently have looked over a eon- 
gregation where several people were 
actually waiting to make a public de- 
cision for Christ. Christian friends had 
prayed for them, had witnessed to them, 
and had prepared them for the final 
step. All the preacher had to do was 
to help them over the line. Because of 
the preparation by prayer and _ witness- 
ing beforehand, these people, if I may 
so say it, were almost half saved al- 
ready. In such a service victory is as- 
sured before the service begins. 

When I was a young pastor in Mont- 
real before beginning evangelistic 
meetings in another church a praying 
woman in our church received the as- 
surance of faith that thirty souls would 
be saved. I told nobody in that distant 
church of her prayer, but when the 
pastor counted- the list of converts he 
said there were éxactly thirty. 

A year later I went from Montreal 
to a church in Dunnville, Ontario. Be- 
fore leaving, a deacon of mine who had 
power in prayer, claimed that forty 
conversions would be given. He con- 
fidently thanked God in my presence 
in our Saturday night prayer meeting 


By JOHN LINTON 


that God would give that number.. I 
told nobody in Dunnville about this 
prayer. I did ask the minister to keep 
a record of those who were personally 
dealt with. At the last service he 
counted the names. There were ex- 
actly forty! Some thirty years later a 
Christian businessman in Hamilton, On- 
tario, introduced himself thus, “You do 
not know me, but I was one of the forty 
saved in Dunnville.” 

In each of these casés the battle was 
won, not in the church, but in the prayer 
chamber. Victory was assured and re- 
sults determined before the battle be- 
gan. Indeed the actual battlefield is 
the prayer room rather than the pul- 
pit. 

Six words outline the lesson for us 
in this parable of prayer. The first 
word is AGGRESSION. “Take bow and’ ar- 
rows.” The bow and arrow was a 
symbol of warfare. The shield is for 
defense, the bow and arrow for attack. 

Effectual prayer is a warfare of ag- 
gression. It is entering the enemy’s ter- 
ritory and taking souls out from under 
his power.. It is pulling them out of 
the fire. Effectual prayer is fervent 
prayer. It has to be to get results. 
“As soon as Zion travailed, she brought 
forth her children” (Isa. 66:8). In re- 
cent weeks in two different churches I 
had two women come to me so utterly 
distressed over their unsaved husbands 
that their burden of concern became 
almost unbearable. One husband was 
saved that same day, and the other 
two days later. : 

Yes, effectual prayer, to be effectual, 
must be a bow-and-arrow business. 
We are confronted by an invisible but 
mighty foe. Elisha called not for a 
Ping-pong raequet, but for a strong 
bow, and needle-sharp arrows. Prevail- 
ing prayer is a warfare of aggression. 

The second word is DETERMINATION. 
“Put thine hand upon the bow.” The 
weapon did not work automatically. 
It was operated by hand. It was a 
deadly weapon, but only when a hu- 
man hand used it. 


Prayer Demands Determination 


Here again we see that this incident 
is not only history, it is both history 
and parable. For effectual prayer de- 
mands determination. There are so 
many obstacles to such praying, both 
from within and without, that unless 
one has a God-given, unyielding de- 
termination to pray so as to get results, 
he is not likely to pray effectively. 

A young woman came to me once 
with her prayer problem. She had set 
aside several times daily for prayer, 
but sometimes did not feel like praying 
when that time came. She asked if it 
was not irreverent to start praying to 
God when she did not feel in the right 
mood for prayer. Should she not wait 
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until she felt more like praying? I 
replied that if we waited always until 
we felt like praying before we prayed, 
it would not be long before we had 
ceased altogether to pray. 

. I reminded her that others of us had 
that same problem—coldness of heart, 
preoccupation with material things that 
tended to kill spiritual desire, but that 
the way out was to pray anyway. At 
such times if we confess and lament 
such coldness, in all likelihood the Lord 
would kindle the flickering spark of de- 
sire into a flame. 

I see ‘this determination when Jacob 
clung to the angel and sobbed, “I will 
not let thee go, except thou bless me” 
(Gen. 32:26). I see -it when Elijah, 
prostrate before God, put his face be- 
tween his knees and refused to move 
until God sent the answer. 

A third word is DIRECTION. “And 
Elisha put his hands upon the king’s 
hands.” Picture the young king fitting 
the arrow into the bow, then bending 
the bow, and now the prophet stands 
over him, putting his strong hands upon 
the king’s hands, pulling with him, and 
pointing the arrow in the right di- 
rection. 

The prophet overshadowing the king 
reminds us of the blessed Holy Spirit 
who overshadows the Christian when 
he prays, inspiring faith, imparting 
strength, and giving guidance so that 
we are able to pray in the will of God. 
“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit himself [marg.] maketh inter- 
cession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8:26). Our 
weak prayers become mighty prayers; 
our feeble faith becomes a miracle- 
working faith because of the energizing 
ministry of the Spirit. 

A fourth word is CONCENTRATION. 
“Open the window eastward.” The Syr- 
ians had occupied the eastern part of 
the country and that was where their 
army was. encamped. If the arrow was 
to do its work it must not be pointed 
in any general direction but to that 
particular place. 

Here is the very heart of effective- 
ness in prayer. Prevailing prayer must 
know what it wants and ask for that 
definite thing. God is' waiting to do 
definite business with those who want 
to do definite business with Him. 

If the Lord Jesus taught us anything 
about prayer it was that we should be 
definite in our requests. “If a son ask 
bread of any of you that is a father, 
will he give him a stone? or if he ask 
a fish, will. he for a fish give him a 
serpent?” (Luke 11:11.) Our Lord is 
telling us to know what we want, to 
ask for that very thing, and to expect 
the thing we are asking. 

Much of our praying is ineffective 
for lack of definiteness. We send ar- 
rows of petition all over the lot, aiming 
at nothing in particular. We ask God 
to bless our church, our Sunday school, 
our Bible class, but we do not name 
the blessing we seek. That word 
“bless” is a very general term. It is 


like a woman going into a large chain 
grocery store and asking the attendant 
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to give her groceries! Be specific when 
praying. “Open the window eastward.” 

As an example of definite prayer con- 
sider the following: A Christian man 
in our Saturday night prayer meeting 
presented three definite requests con- 
cerning an unsaved man. He asked 
that the man would be saved on the 
morrow (Sunday). He asked that God 
would begin that very night to prepare 
him by conviction for such a decision. 
He also asked that the man would not 
only be saved but become a Spirit- 
filled Christian. He not only asked 
this, but thanked God that those three 
specific requests, would be answered. 
I was present when he prayed that 
prayer of faith. 

That night the man prayed for could 
not sleep. He rose from bed at two 
in the morning (Sunday), knelt, and 
was saved. He _ confessed salvation 
openly in church that evening. I knew 
him well. He became a Spirit-filled 
Christian almost from his conversion. 
Every petition in that threefold prayer 
was definitely answered. 

The next word is action. “Then Eli- 
sha said, Shoot. And he shot.” Here 
again we have a lesson on prayer. It 
was not the king fingering the arrow; 


it was not his admiring the strength - 


and suppleness at the bow. There must 
be action. The king must shoot. 

It is not our studying better methods 
of prayer that brings the answer. We 
must pray. It is not .our hearing 
or preaching sermons on prayer that 
counts most unless we pray. We may 
be thrilled over hearing about answers 
to prayer; we may read or even write 
books on how to pray, but we shall 
fail if there is no action, no actual 
praying. We need to pray, “Lord, teach 
us not only how to pray, but teach us 
to pray.” 
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The last word is PERSISTENCE. When 
asked to smite upon the ground the king 
struck three times and stayed. And 
Elisha was angry with him and chided 
the king for not striking five or six 
times. In other words since the arrow 
represented victory, why did he not 
use it to the maximum? 
the victory by lack of persistence? 

How true in the realm of prayer! 
If Satan cannot keep us from praying, 
he will then try to keep us from pray- 
ing through. S. D. Gordon wrote, “Sa- 
tan has the power to hold“the answer 
back for a while: to delay the result 
for a time; he has, not the power to hold 
it back finally if someone understands 
and prays with quiet steady persever- 
ance.” 

Abraham prayed for Sodom and 
stopped with ten. I have wondered 
what would have happened had he kept 
on praying. 

Evan Roberts prayed for years for 
Wales. An old man said to him: “Pray 
on, Evan. Wouldn’t it be awful if you 
stopped praying just a day or two be- 
fore the revival was to come?” Evan 
Roberts with his young prayer helpers 
prayed on and shortly afterward the 
fire of God fell on their country. 

The arrow invested by God’s prophet 
with its potential of victory has its 
equivalent in the New Testament where 
our heavenly Elisha places in our hands 
this mighty weapon of believing prayer, 
“What things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, and 
ye shall have them” (Mark 11:24). What 
wonders we have seen wrought when 
this promise was taken at its face value 
by definite, importunate, believing 
prayer! A _ Spirit-given faith is the 
secret of more effective praying. Lord, 
increase our faith. 
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|. Spring Beaver Hunt 


A diary kept during a two weeks’ trip 


Philip G. Howard, eldest son of the 
Editor, is an independent missionary to 
the Slave Indians in Canada. With his 
wife and two children he lives in a log 
cabin which he built at a tiny settlement 
called South Nahanni at the junction of 
the Nahanni and Liard rivers in the 
Northwest Territories, about 300 miles 
north of Fort Nelson, B. C. There is no 
post office at Nahanni and mail comes 
via Fort Nelson only by river boat in 
summer and by plane on pontoons in 
summer and on skis in winter. “Dick” 
mentioned in the first diary entry is 
Dick Turner who runs a trading post at 
Nahanni: 

Phil recently went with three Indians 
on their annual beaver hunt in order to 
get better acquainted with the people 
and learn more of their language, which 
he has been studying for several years 
and which has not yet been reduced to 
writing. Phil and Margaret attended 


By PHILIP G. HOWARD 


sessions of the Summer Institute of Lin- 
guistics at the University of Oklahoma 
and the University of North Dakota and 
they are hoping to give the Indians 
portions of the Bible in their own lan- 
guage. Associated with them are Jack 
Norcross, an aviator, and his wife and 
three children who live in the other side 
of the big double cabin. They will be 
grateful for the prayers of Times 
readers.—EDITOR. 


RIDAY, May 15th. Away for Netla, 

1.30 p.m. with boat carrying my- 
self, two dogs, packs with provisions for 
two weeks. Also small canoe which 
Albert wanted. Dick pulled out for 
Nelson just ahead of me. Passed him 
about halfway to Netla and loaded 
canoe on his barge, as it made my boat 
hard to handle. Fair amount of drift 
and ice running. Overnight with Albert 
at Netla. 


Why limit, 
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~ Lesson for September 6 


Saturday, 16th.’ Away at 8 am. 
Blaze (dog) good with pack. Nip (dog) 
didn’t like it. Followed “cat” road [for 
caterpillar tractors] then Indians’ trail, 
then “cat” road again. Lunch at 11 a.m. 
Afternoon, Nip played out and I had to 
stay behind and lead him by chain. 
Had already traded his pack for a 
lighter one of Albert’s dog. Hard walk- 
ing in muskeg moss and water. Tea 
about 3 p.m. Nip better after rest, but 
soon played out again. Goodhearted 
Jimmy came to the rescue by emptying 
Nip’s pack into his own (Albert, too, 
took some; my pack was full). Camp at 
430 p.m. by rushing, rocky Scotty 
Creek. Men got four beaver in evening 
and we all ate some. 

Sunday, 17th. Up 6.30, away about 
8.15. Little time for quiet waiting on 
the Lord, but good fellowship while 
walking. Weather continually cloudy, 
but no rain; glad for coolness for dogs’ 
sake. Fixed Nip with lighter pack. He 
did O.K. for awhile, but in very hard 
going through bad windfalls soon played 
out. Powerful, long-legged Blaze went 
through in great style. Nip too short- 
legged. Jimmy to the rescue again. 
Hard going all day in windfalls, thick 
timber, or muskeg moss. One rest stop 
in a.m. Lunch 12 to 1, camped by Netla 
river about 3 p.m. after felling a tree for 
a bridge. A lovely spot, almost worth 
all the toil. Sat alone by campfire as 
men went off for beaver, listening to 
the murmur of the stream and the song 
of a hermit thrush. The men got sev- 
eral beaver. Thankful to the Lord for 
much help in difficult traveling. 

Monday, 18th. Rested all day while 
men went off a.m. and p.m. for beaver. 
I marvel at their stamina. Made ban- 
nock [Scottish word for bread substitute 
made with oatmeal or cornmeal in fry- 
ing pan or griddle]. Whitethroat 
[sparrow] singing. 

Tuesday, 19th. Up about 5.30. I made 
the fire this am. Away about 8.30. 
Lunch at 12. Better going today with 
some traveling in dry jack pine country, 
but still lots of hard going in water and 
moss. Nip doing O.K. with very light 
pack. Blaze doing fine with heavy pack. 
He sure is a powerful brute. (Good- 
hearted Jimmy was on the spot as usual 
this a.m., offering of his own accord to 
carry my jacket and poncho so as to 
give Nip a light pack.) Saw a bear’s 
den. About 2 p.m. reached lake and 
camped on knoll nearby. Men off to 
the lake for beaver after a_ snack. 
There is an old wolf den just behind 
our camp. Made bannock and had some 
prayer. 

Wednesday, 20th. Up at 5, breakfast 
about 6. Then Jimmy went to try to 


retrieve a beaver he had shot and~ 


which had sunk, and stayed so long that 
Joseph went to help him. So Albert 
and I had a nap in the nice warm sun. 
Many birds around this lake: terns, 
cranes, ducks, prairie chickens, plovers, 
hermit thrush, etc. Off at 10. Much 
better traveling today, much of it in dry 
jack pine land. Rest stop on a high 
knoll about 12. Traveling on slight 
downgrade now, towards Muskeg River. 
Grade was up most of the first three 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


days. Reached river at 1 p.m. and had 
lunch. Men off to hunt beaver. Camp 
is on high open bank by river. A nice 


spot. Made bannock, had a bath, 
washed clothes. Men gone for five or 
six hours. Jimmy got two small ones, 
Albert one large, Joseph none. Had 
beaver meat with them just before bed. 
The meat of a small one, roasted, was 
uncommonly good. The full moon in 
the scarcely darkened sky, and a few of 
the brightest stars visible, gave rise to 
some profitable discussion on the nature 
of things, so that, as well as I could with 
my limited Slavey, I gave the men some 
of the vital truths of Christianity. 
Thank the Lord for this opportunity. 


Thursday, 21st. Very frosty night. 
Was cold in my bedroll so got up at 4 
a.m., made fire, and read my Bible. 
Men up at 5: After breakfast slept in 
the warm sun while the men went to 
look at beaver traps. Had a very deli- 
cious piéce of duck meat (Scoter, I 
think) about 10.30 with them. It is 
something to see the meat they can 
consume. They commonly roast a whole 
back of a beaver, enough meat for a 
white family of three or four, and clean 
it up at one sitting with amazing dis- 
patch. Sat up late with them, both for 
the sake of conversation, and to shorten 
the night which I could see would be 
cold again. 

Friday, 22nd. Cold in bed again, so 
got up about 4.30. Men up about 5. 
After breakfast they went to. look at 
traps, then we packed up and left about 
9. Traveled about.an hour down-river 
to a spot near their winter cabin, where, 
after eating, we went to work and built 
two rafts, about 25 feet long, eight 10 to 
12 inch logs in one and six in the other. 
Then supper, and away down the river, 
dogs and all on the rafts, Jimmy and 
Albert about a half hour ahead of Jo- 
seph and me. We poled slowly, watch- 
ing for beaver. Had to get off and pry 
the raft through shallow rapids three 
times. The weather was rapidly cloud- 
ing and it soon began to rain, so that I 
was quite chilly by the time we made 
camp about 9.30 p.m. Very thankful 
for my rain jacket and water-repellent 
sleeping bag. Jimmy saw several 
beaver and got two. We saw none. The 
men; say they don’t show themselves 
much now because the water is low. 

Saturday, 23rd. Had a good sleep, not 
disturbed by the rain, but cut short be- 
cause they got up at 2.30. Early a.m. is 
a good time for beaver. After a cup of 
tea, Jimmy and Albert away about 3, 
Joseph and I at 3.30. I had a shot at one 
beaver but missed. Another dived just 
too soon. Saw a baby beaver paddling 
along for all he was worth. I was good 
and cold in the raw early a.m.-air, but 
warmed up after a while, though the 
weather got worse. Camped about 7.30 
am. Jimmy had gotten four beaver. 
Had breakfast and all had a nap. But 
as it settled in for a real rain, the In- 
dians wanted a better camp site since 
we have only small tarps for protection, 
so we moved down-river a mile or so. 
Pretty well settled with tarps strung up. 
Rain light and in spurts, but a ‘cold, 
strong north wind makes a sizable 








(7) 635 


campfire necessary. Had meat and 
bread for lunch. Boiled beaver meat 
with salt and Indian type bannock made 
with no shortening (eaten without 
butter) doesn’t sound too exciting, but I 
thoroughly enjoyed it. Read Bible and 
had prayer in late afternoon while they 
went hunting. Sat up late again as it 
was cold and getting colder. Rain 
stopped and sky appeared to be clearing. 

Sunday, 24th. Up a couple of times in 
the night because of being cold, then up 
for good at 6 though I badly. wanted 
more sleep and the men had said they, 
would be sleeping late. Too cold to stay 
in bed. Still some of last night’s fire 
smoldering so I got warm quickly. 
Read Bible by fire. Prayed for right 
opportunity to witness to men. Had 
one brief but good opportunity when 
the men went off to look at traps and 
Jimmy got back first and we got talking - _ 
about ko tue (liquor) and its effects. - 
Showed him how the Lord takes away 
desires for such things. Thankful for 
this word. Prayed for further oppor- 
tunity. 

Weather closed in solidly again, with 
wind and light snow. Had a nap about 
10 a.m. till noon. Then lunch and we 
packed up and poled three hours down- 
river. I seem to be having a harder 
time than usual standing the cold. Was 
cold on the raft, especially my hands 
from handling the wet pole. The water 
is so icy you can’t hold your hand in it. 
The weather began to clear, thanks to 
the Lord, and this evening it is clearing 
though still cold. Camped under a huge 
lone spruce on a grassy bank. . Had rice, 
bannock, tea, and “chicken” | (spruce 
grouse, given me by Albert) for supper. 
Saw two owls along the river today, 
sitting on a dead tree, hooting and 
watching us pass. Joseph got a beaver 
in a trap we stopped to pick up as we 
passed on the raft. They’ve gotten a 
total of 28 or 29;. poor for a spring 
beaver hunt. In a good season one man 
can average two or three a day. 

Monday, 25th. Very cold again in 
bed. Could sleep only an hour or two at 
atime. Got up at 4 a.m. and read Bible 
by fire. Cloudy and windy again, a few 
flakes of snow. Standing by the fire in 
the chill early mornings, the Indian men 
still asleep, I marvel at their hardihood. 
Joseph with a nice new sleeping bag 
from Dick’s store has admitted being 
cold one or two nights, but Jimmy and 
Albert stretched out in old, beatup, 
apparently homemade affairs, claim to 
be and appear to be warm. This a.m. 
Jimmy had his back uncovered and was 
sleeping like a log. (Jimmy has just 
now broken out into a minor key old- 
timers’ magic song, ele, ele, ala, ala, etc., 
which they say, facetiously, but I really 
think with more underlying seriousness 
than they would care to admit, will 
bring «them more beaver. Jimmy has 
sung it. frequently on this trip.) One 
notable difference between them and me 
in the bush, both on this trip and on 
winter trips I’ve made, is that to them 
it is routine, while for me it requires 
the putting, out of all the energy I 
possess. Thus, when we stop to make a 


(Continued on page 642) 
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International Uniform Lesson - 
Vv 
LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 6. WORKING AGAINST GOD ie 
Obadiah; Jonah 1; 2; printed text, Obadiah 1-4, 10-15 thei 
Golden Text.—Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as * 
ye have spoken.—Amos 5:14 Edc 
onl, 
THE KING JAMES VERSION salem, even thou wast as one of them. sha 
Obad. 1 The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord Gop 12 But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy ene 
concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour from the Lorp, brother in the day that he became a stranger; neither should- sale 
and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, Arise ye, and est thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day out 
let us rise up against her in battle. of their destruction; neither shouldest thou have spoken Vv 
2 Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: proudly in the day of distress. har 
thou art greatly despised. 13 Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my tho 
3 The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou shouldest not up 
dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; have looked on their affliction in the day of their calamity, “C) 
that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their roa 
ground? calamity; ‘fro 
4 Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though 14 Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to tur 
thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee cut off those of his that did escape; neither shouldest thou the 
down, saith the. Lorp. have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day of pla 
: ‘ ‘ ‘ ; : distress. Ex 

; : 15 For the day of the Lorp is near.upon all the heathen: 

10 For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall : ‘ ais 
cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever. v8 thou hast nee Be shall he done unto thes: thy reward . 
11 In the ‘day that thou stoodest,on the other side, in the "4! Teturn upon thine own head. is 
day that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International ha: 
foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jeru- ees Tt Geel of peg, 5 Mo rad _ thy 

he 
ye ye ye ye 7 
the 
The Lesson as a Whole ye... against her in battle.” “Vision” descended, was the twin brother of “4 
is a technical word describing the pro- Jacob (cf. Gen. 32:3; 36:1-19). The Ar 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. phetic contents of Obadiah. The Book violence (“injury,” Heb.) committed by — 
is avowedly inspired of the Lord, who the Edomites against the Hebrews was 
Approach to the Lesson summons Gentile nations to battle (1) their refusal to let the wandering dl 
BADIAH and Jonah have several against Edom, Judah’s neighbor to the Jews pass through their country en th 
things ir Aearenege ni Both are mi- south and her agelong enemy. route to Palestine (Num. 20:14-21); (2) wi 
wo the eights aniary BE Onadin Vere 2—"Behold, I have made thee tier subsequent relocing and parti 
: : : small among the heathen: thou art pation in Israel’s defeats (as when the Tt 
about 730 B.C., and Jonah in the reign seed” Sard Philistines and Arabians captured Jeru- 
eden 1, 16-70. BC). “Bon OY ee” “Fhe Sree Gee: oe amie Sita tek ceded & Ca 3 
Gasicibied acto Gat dinglented. Ged ena At" Of Blom end the pronouns Te TS ins Wiuens fete ee as 
please od a 3 
4 : ment of her doom ‘are introduced by 21:10, 16, 17). Edom’s fate would con J 
resulted in punishment. In the case of nh : : ; 0 
: ; the statement of three facts: (1) God ist in her immediate overthrow- and H 
Obadiah, a nation—Edom—opposed the 4:.cc1f was in: soverei trol of Ultimate loss of national identity. ; 
people of God. In the case of Jonah, 4)... (2) th nica =en pe m 
a man opposed the purposes of God. .°°™. e country was reiatively Verse 11.—“In the day that thou 
Sls Eien ae tee Meee Begin. insignificant; (3) other nations had lit- sto9dest on the other side... that the th 
ment) was the rugged, mountainous ter- tle use for her. strangers carried away captive his he 
rain south of Judah, approximately 100 Verse 3—“The pride of thine heart forces, and foreigners entered into his . fr 
miles in length, on both sides of a deep hath deceived’ thee, thou that dwellest gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem . er 
valley leading from the Dead Sea to in the clefts of the rock... that saith thou wast as one of them.” “To stand gi 
the Gulf of Akaba. She prided herself Who shall bring me down to the on the other side” is to stand aloof in- p 
on her impregnable position and her ground?” Edom prided herself and _ stead of helping. The advance of the (( 
superior wisdom (cf. Obad. 3, 4, 8; Jer. took comfort in her impregnable situ- enemy is seen in his initial plundering ne 
49:7). Not only Obadiah but other ation. Her land resembled an elevated (capturing men and material in the di 
prophets as well knew that she had fortress. The name of her ancient cap- countryside), entering Jerusalem’s ne 
incurred the wrath of the Lord and ital, Selah (as later Petra), signified a gates, and then dividing the city’s spoil. de 
would some day meet a dismal fate “rock.” She felt that she was invul- Edom’s guilt was twofold: (1) her op- : 
(cf. Jer. 49:7-22; Ezek. 25:12-14; Amos nerable to hostile attack. position, or at the best neutrality, when ni 
1:11, 12). Verse 4—“Though thou exalt thyself She should have aided her neighbor; bi 
Jonah, a resident of a town in Galilee as the eagle... set thy nest among the (2) her betrayal of Israel, her blood te 
near Nazareth, was called of God to stars, thence will I bring thee down, ‘elation. w 
prophesy against Nineveh, the capital saith the Lord.” To “exalt thyself” is Verse 12—“Thou shouldest not have e 
of Assyria, situated on the east bank to “mount on high” (Heb.). Mt. Seir - looked on the day of thy brother in the a 
of the River Tigris, some 500 miles to in Edom is about 3,500 feet high. But day that he became a stranger... re- p 
the east of Palestine. A disobedient when God is about to wreak vengeance joiced ... in the day of their destruc- 
prophet, he chose to flee to southern on a rebellious nation, height means tion... spoken proudly in the day of te 
Spain (Tarshish), about 2,000 miles to nothing. _ Neither the loftiness of an distress.” In the Hebrew this is “look ( 
the west. eagle’s flight nor the seemingly inac- ot.” “rejoice not,’—a series of com- t 
cessible reaches of the stars are beyond mands. To “speak proudly” is to “make b 
Verse by Verse His omnipotent, controlling power. one’s mouth large” (Heb.). Edom’s J 
Obad. 1—“The vision of Obadiah. Verse 10.—“For thy violence against guilt was multiplied because in addi- t 
Thus saith the Lord God concerning thy brother Jacob shame shall cover tion to her pride (v. 3) she gloated 
Edom;.We have heard a rumour from’ thee... thou shalt be cut off for ever.” over Israel’s trouble and boasted in %., 
the Lord, and an ambassador ... Arise. Esau, from whom the Edomites were the hour of her neighbor’s ruin. Oba- I 
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on for September 6 


diah warns her citizens.to discontinue 
their malice and shameful braggadocio. 


Verse 13.—“Thou shouldest not have 
entered into the gate of my people in 
the day of their calamity .. . looked on 
their affliction . . . laid hands on their 
substance...” Israel was “my” (God's) 
people. To harm them was wrong. 
Edom’s crime was that she had not 
only rejoiced in Israel’s overthrow, but 
shared in it by actually joining the 
enemies of the Jews in pillaging Jeru- 
salem. The judgment soon to be meted 
out to her was richly deserved. 


Verse 14—“Neither shouldest thou 
have stood in the crossway, to cut off 
those .. . that did escape . . . delivered 
up those of his that did remain .. .” 
“Crossway” means “fork,” i.e., “off the 
road.” Edom cut off Israel’s escape 
‘from the enemy at the crossroads, cap- 
tured her fleeing refugees, and turned 
them over to their pursuers. Thus she 
played into the hands of Israel’s foes. 
Examples of Edom’s flagrant opposition 
are seen in Psalm 137:7; Joel 3:19. 


Verse 15.—“‘For the day of the Lord 
is near upon all the heathen: as thou 
hast done, it shall be done unto thee: 
thy reward shall return upon thine own 
head.” “Heathen” is “nations.” “Re- 
ward” is “recompense.” The “day of 
the Lord,” still in the future, is the 
series of prophetic events culminating 
in Christ’s return for the Battle of 
Armageddon and the judgment of the 
nations. Earth’s peoples will be judged 
in accordance with their treatment of 
Israel (cf. Matt. 25:40, 45). Edom would 
then receive full recompense for her 
wickedness. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The questions that must logically be 
asked are these: Why did Edom and 
Jonah defy God? How did they do so? 
How were they punished? What lesson 
may we learn from their experiences? 

1. Edom became the enemy of Israel, 
the people of the Lord, because of (a) 
her ancestry (was she not descended 
from Esau, brother of Jacob, and thus 
entitled to privileges similar to those 
granted to Israel?); (b) her natural 
pride and self-acknowledged wisdom 
(Obad. 3, 4, 8); (c) her jealousy of a 
neighboring, prosperous nation. Jonah 
disobeyed God because (1) it was 
neither easy, politic, nor popular to 
denounce the sins of a thriving capital; 
(2) it seemed foolish to cause a hostile 
nation to repent, return. to a place of 
blessing, and thus of .renewed power 
to attack Israel; (3) it was questionable 
whether God would really destroy Nin- 
eveh. Perhaps the city would repent 
and be forgiven. Then what of the 
prophet’s prediction? 

2. Edom defied the Lord by refusing 
to grant Israel'passage through the land 
(Num. 20:14-21) and later by failing 
to aid her in national emergencies and 
by actually siding with her enemies. 
Jonah disobeyed God by starting on a 
trip, but in exactly the wrong direction! 

3. Edom met the fate Obadiah pre- 
(4th century 


B.C.) conquered them. Later (A.D. 105), 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. August 30.—A New &Spirit for a Re- 
newed People. Joel 


Next Week’s Lesson 


24. September 13.—God’s Concern for 
All People. 





Jonah 











their entire area became a Roman prov- 
ince. Their future destiny will be to 
lose their national identity completely 
and to be incorporated into Christ’s 
coming Kingdom on earth (Obad. 17- 
21). Jonah was. punished by being 
thrown into the Mediterranean and 
swallowed by a great fish. 

4. What lesson does Obadiah teach? 
People who defy the Lord or refuse to 
obey His sovereign will—whether they 
be nations or individuals—are courting 
disaster. God will not be mocked. But 
all have rebelled against the Lord. 
Therefore all need a Saviour, Christ 
Jesus the Son of God. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The coming overthrow of Edom 
(Obad. 1-9) 

2. The reason for her doom (yv. 10-14) 

3. The ultimate fate of Edom (vv. 15- 
21) 

4. Jonah’s disobedience, disaster, and 
prayer (Jonah 1:1 to 2:10) 


Topics for Development 


The Judgment of the Nations. Peo- 
ples of the earth may rebel against 
God, shaking their puny national fists 
in the face of the Almighty. They 
may think that they are cleverly out- 
maneuvering the purposes of the Lord. 
Moreover, they may seem to be suc- 
ceeding in their evil schemes. But 
some day “He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh” (Psa. 2:4). When the Lord 
Jesus returns to earth at the end of the 
Great Tribulation He will smite and 
judge the nations (cf. Rev. 19:11, 15). 
He will gather them in the valley of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


AME two matters Obadiah and 
Jonah have in common. 

2. Against what nation did Obadiah 
pronounce d6om? 

3. How was this nation related to 
the Jews from the standpoint both of 
family and geography? 

4. How had she opposed the Jewish 
people? 

5. What punishment would she re- 
ceive for this conduct? 

6. What instruction did Jonah re- 
ceive from the Lord? 

7. What and where was Nineveh? 

8. Why was Jonah unwilling to obey 
God? 

9. What defiant action did Jonah 
take? 

10. What basic spiritual lesson is 
taught both in Obadiah and the first 
two chapters of Jonah? 


(Answers on page 640) 
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decision (the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 
Joel 3:2, 14), separate them as sheep 
from ‘goats on the basis of their treat- 
ment of Israel (Matt. 25:32-46), and 
visit them with appropriate judgment. 





Practical Applications 


Do we love the Lord Jesus? He said, 
“If ye love me, keep my command- 
mergs” (John 14:15). Obedience is a 
proof of love. We may demonstrate 
the reality of our profession by daily, 
practical loyalty to God’s revealed will. 

Disobedience deserves and will cer- 
tainly receive punishment. The Lord, 
is never deceived. Thank God that 
our punishment has already -been vis- 
ited upon Christ. We obey, not because 
thereby we seek entrance to Heaven, 
but because we are bound to our dear 
Saviour by cords‘*of love. 

Spend the time skeptics use in argu- 
ing about Jonah and the whale on your 
knees thanking God for the Gospel of 
His grace. 

The Lord Jesus believed the story of 
Jonah (cf. Matt. 12:40, 41). Why should 
not we? 

How amazingly and inevitably divine 
prophecies are fulfilled for individuals 
and nations! Our times are in God’s 
hands—our moment-by-moment breath- 
ing and our immortal destiny. He will 
never abandon His own. Courage, child 
of God! 


Golden Text 


Amos 5:14.—“Seek good, and not evil, 
that ye may live ... so the Lord, the 
God of hosts, shall be with you .. .” 
“God of hosts” is a title indicating the 
almightiness-of God: He is in supreme 
Gommand of all armies (“hosts”) of 
the universe (cf. Psa. 89:8-18). Life 
and fellowship with the omnipotent 
God depend upon the direction of one’s 
desire. His goal must be the good, i.e., 
the will of God. Supremely he must 
seek and find the Saviour of men, in 
and through whom alone eternal life 
is found. 


Mepra, Pa. 
b 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The pride of thine heart hath de- 
ceived thee .. .” €Obad. 3).—Was not 
the first manifestation of sin in the uni- 
verse the sin of pride? It occurred 
when Lucifer, son of the morning, ut- 
tered his “I will,” five times, climaxing 
in the impious words, “I will be like 
the most High” (Isa. 14:12-14). Thus 
pride was the condemnation—or crime 
—of the Devil (1 Tim. 3:6). 

It has often been pointed out that 
there were three elements, so to speak, 
in Satan’s temptation of Eve: (1) “the 
lust of the flesh”; (2) “the lust of thé 
eyes”; and (3) “the pride of life.” It 
was this last, “ye shall be as God” 
(Gen. 3:5, A.S.V.), that was very ef- 
fective. 
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be affected with the destructive virus 
of pride, and be deceived by it. 

In the coming Great Tribulation, the 
dragon will give power to’ the first 
beast of Revelation 13 to proclaim him- 

self God. It is predicted of this wicked 
character that he “opposeth and exalt- 
eth himself above all ‘that is. called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he 
as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God” (2 
Thess. 2:4). 

“Pride goeth before destruction, and 
an haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 
16:18). Lucifer fell from his original, 
glorious position through his pride. And 
we are informed of the eternal doom 
awaiting him (Rev. 20:10). 

We know only too well the fall hu- 
manity has experienced, by yielding to 
“the pride of life” (Gen. 3). 

Prophecy reveals the awful doom of 
the coming blasphemous beast, and of 
the co-operating false prophet (Rev. 
19:20). ; 

Proud Edom shall suffer the dread 
consequences of her national pride! 

“Pride shall have a fall, and it always 
was and will be so” (Dickens). 


Benjamin Franklin said, “Pride 
breakfasted with Plenty, dined with 
Poverty, and supped with Infamy.” 

“Who shall bring me down .. . thence 


will I bring thee down, saith the Lord” 
(Obad: 3, 4).—The Edomites chose ele- 
vated places for their cities, with Petra, 
the rock city, as their capital. 

“While Edom is thus wild, rugged, 
and almost inaccessible, the deep glens 
and flat terraces along the mountain- 
sides are covered with rich soil, from 
which trees, shrubs, and flowers now 
spring up luxuriantly” (Unger’s Bible 
Dictionary—Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$8.95). 

The Edomites, the descendants of 
Esau, thought themselves perpetually 
secure. The Lord accepted their chal- 
lenge, “Who shall bring me down to 
the ground?” 

The Lord’s solemn word of judgment 
against Mount Seir, which He gave to 
Esau for a possession, is found in Eze- 
kiel 35. “Thus with your mouth ye have 
boasted against me, and have multiplied 
your words against me: I have heard 
them. Thus saith the Lord God; when 
the whole earth rejoiceth, I will make 
thee desolate” (vv. 13, 14). 

Students of prophecy are aware that 
present-day nations who officially raise 
their clenched fists toward high Heaven 
and blasphemously boast of their de- 
termination and ability to dethrone God 
shall become objects of His unmitigated 
judgment. 

The answer to Job’s question: “Who 
hath hardened himself against him, and 
hath prospered?” is “No one!” 


“For thy violence . . . thou shalt be 
cut off .. .” (Obad. 10).—The Lord has 
decreed that “evil shall hunt the vio- 
lent man to overthrow him” (Psa. 140: 
11). When Esau became violent to- 
ward his brother, Jacob, he made him- 
self hateful to the Lord. For, “the 


wicked and him-that loveth violence 
his soul hateth” (Psa. 11:5). 
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When the earth was filled with cor- 
ruption and violence in Noah’s day, “the 
flood came, and took them all away; 
’“so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be” (Matt. 24:39). The earth is 
fast filling with corruption and violence. 

Some nations seem to take an inhu- 
man delight in dealing most violently 
with their defenseless subjects. And 
even teen-age gangs want tire irons, 
chains, broken bottles, knives, black- 
jacks, and every instrument of cruelty 
they can find to use on their helpless 
victims. 4 

“Seek good, and not evil, that ye may 
live .. .” (Amos 5:14).—These words 
were spoken to “the house of Israel”— 
God’s earthly people—hence this is not 
the way of salvation, but a way of life 
on earth. ' 

As for the unsaved, there is “none 
that doeth good, no, not one” (Rom. 
3:12). Tp be saved, one must’ place 
personal faith in Christ as Lord and 
Saviour. But once saved, a person is 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit and is made 
a partaker of the divine nature and is 
commanded to be good and do good. 

“For he that will love life, and see 
good days, let him refrain his tongue 
from evil, and his lips that they speak 
no guile: let him eschew evil, and do 
good; let him seek peace, and ensue 
it” (1 Pet. 3:10, 11). 

“Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNs 


“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“Open My Eyes That I May See” 
“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we are glad to 
have Thy Word as Thy gift to us and 
we ask that we may find help and bless- 
ing in its pages today. We are grateful 
for every blessing kindly bestowed on 
us from above. Give us strength to do 
Thy will in every relation of life. For- 
give us our sins, grant us humble hearts 
and the spirit of obedience. Make us 
thoughtful of the good of others and 
help us to seek first Thy Kingdom and 
Thy glory. Bless all who love and 
serve Thee in spreading the Gospel and 
let the knowledge of the Saviour be 
taken to all who need it. Guide our 
leaders in this land and other lands 
into right decisions toward settling dis- 
putes among nations and deal sparingly 
with our world by restraining the 
powers of evil and prospering good 


‘men in the cause of right and truth. 


Be our Guardian and our Guide, our 
Provider and Upholder through all this 
earthly life and bring us at last into 
Thy heavenly Home, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Pride is a danger- 
ous thing. : This lesson foretells the 





cutting off of Edom forever, and it hag 
been fulfilled. But Edom proudly be. 
lieved herself to be secure in her moun- 
tain fortresses, saying, “Who shall bring 
me down to the ground?” God’s com- 


WE se THRU cretsr 


ment is “The pride of thine heart hath 
deceived thee.” Pride of heart can de- 
ceive us too unless we learn humility. 
The French speak of a disease they 
call La Maladie du moi, or me-sickness, 
Just before the last world war Hitler 
was leader-of Germany, Mussolini led 
Italy, and the British Prime Minister 
was Mr.’ Chamberlain. Some studies 
made of their speeches show that Hit- 
ler used the word “I” once in every 53 
words, Mussolini once in every 83 words 
and Chamberlain once in 249 words, 
The two dictators had bad cases of 
“me-sickness” and it brought much trou- 
ble to the world. 

But me-sickness is found sometimes 
even in Christian peeple. The first dis- 
ciples quarreled as to ‘who should be 
greatest in Christ’s kingdom—all from 
a “me-first” spirit. With that there al- 
ways goes pride, and pride can do us 
and the circle in which we move a deal 
of harm. The Bible says, “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who ... humbled him- 
self...” (Phil. 2:5-8). The best way to 
defeat our pride and develop humility 
is to keep close to the Lord Jesus and 
ever measure ourselves by Him. Then 
we see how far we fall below His 
choice and beautiful character and we 
lose our pride. To escape pride and 
its dangers take Christ’s yoke and learn 
of Him who is meek and lowly of 
heart and you will find the rest of soul 
He promised. Then pride will not de- 
ceive you. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, to get the full thrust of 

this prophecy of Obadiah (a book 
of one chapter), you must be sure to 
read one verse in Genesis (27:41) and 
then read ‘Numbers 20:14-22. And keep 
this in mind: the Israelites were the. 
descendants of Jacob and the Edomites 
were the descendants of Jacob’s brother, 
Esau. From the time that Esau vowed 
he would kill Jacob for stealing his 
father Isaac’s blessing (Gen. 27:41), 
down through the generations, more 
than 800 years, that hatred continued to 
thrive. 

Numbers 20:14-22 tells of the cruel 
treatment of Israel by the Edomites, 
when Moses so reasonably asked for 
permission for the Israelites: to pass 
through Edom on their way to the 
Promised Land. Moses told the king 
of Edom that his people would merely 
march through Edom on the highway 
and would not touch the crops or the 
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cattle, not even the water—or if they 
did drink from some of the springs, 
they would pay for it. But no! the 
king of Edom refused the request and 
said, “You can detour around us.” 
Moreover, he assembled his army to 
attack the Israelites. The old Esau 
hate was as vicious as ever. Conse- 
quently, Moses had to make the jour- 
.ney of his weary two and one half 
million men, women, and children—and 
cattle—considerably longer. And this 
was not all, by any means. More than 
two hundred years later, when Jeru- 
salem was besieged by Israel’s enemies, 
the Edomites voluntarily sent their 
armies to help the besiegers and in 
every way possible to complete the de- 
struction of the city and its people. 
Josephus gives a very graphic account 
of this. 

Now you can better understand Oba- 
diah’s denunciation of Edom and his 
prophecy of Edom’s tragic punishment. 
“For thy violence against thy brother 
Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou 
shalt be cut off for ever. In the. day 
that thou stoodest on the other side, 
in the day that the strangers carried 
,away captive his forces, and foreigners 
entered into his gates, and. cast lots 
upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one 
of them” (Obad. 10, 11). 

The last part of this Book of only 21 
verses deals with “the day of the Lord” 
and the final judgment, which of course 
applies to all people, and that includes 
you and me. 

Fellows, the conclusion of the whole 
matter is that if we sin, we shall be 
punished for it. “Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 
6:7). “For they have sown the wind, 
and they shall reap the whirlwind .. .” 
(Hos. 8:7). “And thinkest thou this, 
O man, that judgest them which do 
such things, and doest the same, that 
thou shalt escape the judgment of 
God?” (Rom. 2:3.) “For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 3:23). “If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8). 
But “if we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (1 John 1:9). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing, let us learn John 3:18. 
Our lesson today illustrates this 
verse. 

The country of Edom is condemned 
already, because they hated and wronged 
the nation from which Christ came. 

Before we read God’s condemnation 
of Edom from the Book of Obadiah, let 
us take a brief look at the history of 
that country. Genesis tells us that Isaac, 
son of Abraham, had two sons, Jacob 
and Esau. The Israelites were descend- 
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ants of Jacob, whereas the Edomites 
were descendants of Esau. 

Esau, as the elder son, was entitled 
to a double portion of his father’s 
wealth and to have authority over his 
younger brother. But God had said, 
“The elder shall serve the younger.” 
I do not know whether Esau knew this 
or not, but certainly if he did, he did 
not accept it. 

One day Esau came into the tent 
where Jacob was cooking the evening 
meal and demanded the food immedi- 
ately, as he had been hunting and was 
very hungry. Jacob did not want to 
prepare supper again but he said, “Sell 
me your birthright, and I will give you 
the food.” Esau, thinking only of his 
hunger, agreed. The Bible says he “de- 
spised his birthright.” This means that 
his whole concern was how he felt at 
the moment, instead of thinking of the 
future. Esau is a type of the worldly 
person who thinks only of this life and 
makes no preparation for eternity. 

Some years later, Isaac, who was 
nearly blind, told Esau to bring him 
venison, and after he had eaten he 
would give him the blessing of the first- 
born. Esau did not tell his father that 
he had already sold this to Jacob, but 
went hunting so that he could bring 
home the meat. 

Jacob’s mother Rebekah was deter- 
mined that Jacob should have the bless- 
ing. She should have told Isaac that 
Esau had sold it to Jacob, but perhaps 
she feared he would deny it. Instead 
of doing this, she persuaded and helped 
Jacob to pretend to be Esau and get the 
blessing before Esau returned from the 
hunt. Rebekah was certainly punished 
for this deception, because Jacob had to 
leave home after this for fear Esau 
would kill him, and we do not read that 
she ever saw her favorite son again! 

Many years later Jacob did come 
back to the land, and after a whole 
night of prayer, met Esau and was rec- 
onciled to him, and presented him 
with immense gifts. Though Esau did 
not remain his enemy, the Edomites al- 
ways hated the Israelites. 

When, the Israelites were coming out 
of Egypt, after years of cruel bondage, 
the Edomites absolutely refused’ to let 
them pass through their land (Num. 
20:14-21), although the Israelites asked 
only to march through the highway and 
to pay for anything they needed. Be- 
cause of the unkindness of the Edom- 
ites, they had to detour many. miles 
around their land, and Numbers 21:4 
says they were “much discouraged be- 
cause of the way.” + 

Nearly a thousand years later, when 
the Israelites were carried into captiv- 
ity, Edom rejoiced over their destruc- 
tion, helped the enemies of Israel rob 
them, and hindered the escape of those 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial. depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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who were fleeing from their enemies. 

God is going to punish every nation 
that mistreats, or has mistreated, His 
Chosen People. And Edom was the 
worst of all for two reasons: (1) They 
were descendants of Abraham and Isaac 
so that they were not ignorant of the 
true .God, like the heathen nations 
around them. (2) Esau was Jacob’s 
brother and because of that relation- 
ship Esau’s descendants should have 
been especially kind, instead of being 
especially hateful toward the children 
of Jacob. 

See if you can find what sin made 
Edom so evil, as we read Obadiah 1-4. 
(Pride.) Yes. Esau was so proud he 
could not bear the thought that Jacob 
and his* descendants would be greater 
than he. The Edomites could not bear 
to have Israel greater than they! Be- 
cause of their exceeding pride, God 
says they will be greatly despised. 

Now read verses 10-15. Here the 
Lord tells the Edomites eight things 
they did to Israel that they should not 
have done. Some of these were acts of 
violence and cruelty, others were wrong 
attitudes. God notices and punishes 
sins cherished in the heart, as well as 
wrong actions. - 

Obadiah says that Edom will be pun- 
ished in the Day of the Lord, that awful 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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time of tribulation Joel tells so much 
about. There will be no Edomites on 
the earth when Christ reigns, because 
they hated and wronged the nation 
from which Christ came. Edom is con- 
demned already. 

And unsaved people living today are 
condemned already to go into eternal 
punishment because of their wrong at- 
titude toward the only begotten Son 
of God. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ve 


The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrationgfor this 
department may upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday. School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

a. list of the lessons for the year 1959 

y be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

- > i, postpaid, from the same address.. 

There May Be No Second Half.— 
Seek good, and. not evil, that ye may 
live (Amos 5:14, Golden Text). A 
Welsh student said to a friend one day: 
“I have just finished setting out my 
plan of life. I have set it out in two 
parts, with an interval between, just 
like a concert program. I have planned 
for an early retirement, so as to have 
plenty of time for traveling and enjoy- 
ment.” “Have you got religion down on 
your program?” asked his friend. “Yes,” 
he answered, “but it does not come 
very soon. I have got that down just 
before the National Anthem.” So many 
do that. They forget that many go out 
in the interval and never return. We 
must not put the great things of life into 
the second half—there may be no second 
half. We must put ourselves right with 
God at the beginning, and then face life. 
—From the British Weekly. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Unknown and Unrewarded Teachers. 
—The vision of Obadiah (Obad. 1). 
If Obadiah ever prayed the same prayer 
as Horatius Bonar centuries later: that 
he might be “only remembered by what 
he had done,” that, prayer was answered, 
for all anyone ‘knows of him is his 
prophecy and the meaning of his name— 
“One who worships Jehovah.” He 
might well be the patron saint of Sun- 
day school teachers, like him unknown, 
unthanked, unrewarded here very often, 
yet leaving their mark on succeeding 
generations through the seeds of truth 
they have sown and then prayed into 
their scholars’ hearts. Who led Moody 
to Christ? An obscure Sunday school 
teacher! How many missionaries are 
bearing the burden and heat of the day 
in far-off countries who came to Christ 
as the result of some half-forgotten 
Sunday school teacher’s work?—From 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Only on Your Knees.—Thou . . . whose 
habitation is high (Obad. 3). Professor 
Smith was climbing the Weisshorn. 
When near the top, the guide stood aside 
to permit the traveler to have the honor 
of first reaching the top. Exhilarated 
by the view, forgetful of the fierce gale 
that was blowing, he sprang up and 
stood erect on the summit. The guide 
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pulled him down, exclaiming, “On your 


knees, sir; you are not safe there ex- 
cept on your knees.” Life’s summits, 
whether of knowledge, of love, of 
worldly success, are full of perils —From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Pride Mortified—Though thou exalt 
thyself as the eagle, and though thou set 
thy nest among the stars, thence will I 
bring thee down, saith the Lord (Obad. 
4). The Queen of Holland, being: an 
invalid, was visiting in the City of 
Heidelberg, in Germany, for treatment. 
While there, she went each Sunday to a 
modest little church, occupying the back 
seat to escape notice. One day, a 
scholarly looking man, plainly dressed, 
came into the church and took a seat 
near the pulpit. A few minutes later, a 
haughty looking German lady swept up 
to the pew, and seeing a stranger there, 
ordered him by an imperious gesture to 
leave it. The stranger quickly obeyed, 
and going into one of the seats for the 
poor, joined devoutly in the service. 
After it was over, the lady’s friends 
gathered around her and demanded 
whether she knew who it was that she 
had treated so rudely. “No. Some 
pushing stranger,” she answered. “It 
was King Oscar of Sweden. He is here 
visiting the Queen,” was the answer. 
Her mortification may be imagined.— 
From “Our Young Folks.” Sent by J. 
W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


No Neutral Ground.—In the day that 
thou stoodest on the other side (Obad. 
1:11). No one can be an attentive 
student of the Bible without finding 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 637) 


1. Two of the following: Both were 
minor ~- prophets; writing in the eighth 
century B.C.; depicting the result of 
disobedience. 

2. Against Edom (Obad. 1). 

3. She was descended from Esau, 
and the Jews from Jacob; she was just 
south of Judah. 

4. By refusing to permit them to 
pass through her borders; and later by 
siding with Israel’s enemies (Num. 20: 
14-21; Obad. 11-14). 

5. She would be humiliated by her 
friends and cut off as a nation (Obad. 
7, 9); and finally overwhelmed at Ar- 
mageddon (Qbad. 17-21). 

6. He was told to go to Nineveh 
and “cry against it” (Jonah 1:2). 

7. It was the capital of Assyria, on 
the eastern bank of the Tigris. 

8. To denounce sin is rarely popular; 
if Nineveh repented, she would continue 
as Israel’s enemy; God might spare her, 
and Jonah’s warnings would prove false 
(Jonah 4:2). 

9. He embarked on a ship and 
started out in the opposite direction. 

10. Rebellion against God merits and 
will receive punishment. 

Menpia, Pa. 
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that, from first to last, where moral and 
spiritual issues are at stake, it regards 
neutrality with a divine abhorrence, 
“I would thou wert cold or hot,” said 
Christ to the Laodiceans. “I would thou 


hadst taken a clear stand upon one side, © 


I should have more hopes of thee if 
thou wert thoroughly in earnest, even if 
it were in the service of the adversary; 
but because thou art lukewarm—neither 


cold nor hot—because thou art a mere — 


onlooker like Edom—what can I do but, 
reject thee with contempt?” For al- 
ways, whether in Judah or in Laodicea, 
the battle between earth and Heaven 
is being waged; it takes a thousand 
forms, moves to a_ thousand issues, 
clothes itself.in the burning questions of 
the hour; and in that battle one thing 
that God abhors and visits with His 
curse throughout the whole of Scripture 
is the attitude of standing aloof and 
looking on.—Source not known: Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Obadiah’s Dilemma.—Neither should- 
est thou have rejoiced over the children 
of Judah in the day of their destruction 
(Obad. 12). If the message had come to 
some devoted Frenchman that Berlin. 
was to be destroyed and the entire 


German Government and army were to | 


be overthrown, he would exclaim, 
“Praise the Lord! Now France can 
breathe more freely.” And then, before 
he had the opportunity to say another 
word, the Lord were to say to him, “But 
I want you to go to Berlin and deliver 
it from the destruction that threatens 
it.” What would a patriotic Frenchman 
do? To go would mean to seal the doom 
of his own country. That was the pre- 
dicament in which the prophet found 
himself. The Assyrians had treated 
Israel as the Germans treated Belgium 
and northern France. Their lands had 
been laid waste and their cities burned. 
Jonah was a most zealous patriot. 
When God revealed to him that Nine- 
veh was to be destroyed, he experienced 
the greatest joy. And then, in 
the next breath the Lord ordered him 
to go and save it from its fate. It was 
too much for Jonah. So he ran away 
from the Lord. Let us be slow to con- 
demn him, unless we are sure we would 
not have done likewise.—From the Pres- 
byterian. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


_God’s “Lightning Rapidity—For the 
day of the Lord is near upon all the 
heathen (Obad. 15). The lightning ra- 
pidity with which God can counter man’s 
swiftness, and its parent, man’s science, 
the earthquake. in Tokyo has shown. 
It took but a few moments for the 
University library, knowledge labori- 
ously accumulated through centuries, to 
go up in ashes. Its 750,000 volumes in- 
cluded a unique collection of 790 vol- 
umes of Chronicles of the Li (Korean) 
Dynasty, and the great Chinese Encyclo- 
pedia in 9,998 volumes, together with 
seventeenth century Jesuit books on 
Japan—all of which can never be re- 
placed. Such will be the lightning 
rapidity of God’s “short work.” “I will 


come near to you to judgment; and I 
will be a swift witness against the 
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sorcerers [spiritualists], and against the 
adulterers, . . . and against’ those that 
‘oppress the hireling in his wages [the 
sweaters] . . . and that turn aside the 
stranger [antiforeign legislation is in- 
creasing in all lands] from his right” 
(Mal. 3:5). The judgment angel stood 
by Daniel in two minutes from the 
throne of God (Dan. 9:23)— the length 
of time taken to repeat the prayer—a 
speed in aviation even now inconceiv- 
able to science; and how swiftly judg- 
ment can act when it has alighted on 
the earth is seen in the Messina earth- 
quakt, when 100,000 souls were shocked 
into eternity in seven seconds!—From 
D. M. Panton, in the Dawn. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU know personally some mis- 

sionaries? Have you talked with 
them? Have they visited in your house? 
Have you seen pictures of their work? 
I have. Isn’t it exciting when a mis- 
sionary comes to visit? Aren’t mission- 
aries perfectly wonderful people? 

All of us may feel a bit afraid of mis- 
sionaries. They know so many things 
and have been to so many places and 
have done so many special things for 
the Lord Jesus Christ that we realize 
that they are much, much better than 





Dear Superintendent or Teacher:. 


The fact that you are reading 
this column, “For Primary Teach- 
ers,” leads the Editors to believe 
that the International Uniform 
Lessons are being used at least in 
some department of your Sunday 
school. It will be of real help in 
determining the greatest useful- 
ness of the Times lesson helps if 
you will tell us: 

1.Do you use regularly the 
Times column, “For Primary 
Teachers,” in preparing or teach- 
ing your lesson? ‘ 

2. Are-the International Uniform 
lesson outlines used regularly in 
the Primary Department in your 
school? 

A postal card giving this infor- 
mation and the name and address 
of your school will be appreciated. 
Please address: The Editors, The 
Sunday School Times; 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 











we. So we are timid when they are 
around. Timid at first, at least. 

Have you ever known anyone who 
was supposed to have been a mission- 
ary, but who had been disobedient to 
the call of God? If you have ever met 
Someone like that, you know that he 
is the most unhappy person in the world. 
He may have plenty of money and a 
big car, but if he has been disobedient 
to God, he is miserable—and quite un- 
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like the poor but happy missionaries 
that you know. 

It is a privilege to be a missionary— 
a servant—for the true and living God 
of Heaven. God does not call everyone 


to be a missionary. You would pre-. 


sume that every man, every woman, 
every boy, every girl who heard God 
whisper to him, “I want you to be My 
missionary,” would be so happy and 
excited that he would scarcely be able 
to wait until he got to the place to 
which God had called him. Many do 
feel exactly that way. I am sorry to 
say, however, that there are others who 
simply refuse to do what they know 
God has asked them to do. Imagine 
that! 

Let me tell you what one man did— 
the very first man whom God ever 
called to be a missionary. His name 
was Jonah. He lived in the long, long 
ago. Jonah was a Jewish man. Jonah 
knew about the wicked city of Nineveh. 
Nineveh was in a foreign land (As- 
syria). Nineveh was known as a bloody 
city. It had been given that dreadful 
mame because it was always fighting 
against some other city. Besides that, 
Nineveh was known as the bloody city 
because whenever the people of the city 
won one of their many wars, they were 
horribly cruel to those over whom they 
were victors. Nineveh was a wicked 
city. The people of Nineveh were not 
Jewish people (they were Gentiles). 
And so you can only imagine how Jew- 
ish Jonah felt when God told him to 
go preach to the people of Nineveh. 
Jonah was to be a missionary. 

Jonah made up his mind at once that 
he would not go. Maybe he was afraid 
that he would not be successful. Or 
maybe he was afraid that his own peo- 
ple would turn against him if they 
learned of his going to preach to their 
enemies. Whatever his reason or rea- 
sons, we know that Jonah disobeyed 
God. Instead of going the 500 miles up 
to Nineveh as God had asked him to do, 
Jonah started in the opposite direction 
by boat—a trip of 2,000 miles across 
the Mediterranean Sea. He refused to 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His t 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many sefi- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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do the will of God because he was 
afraid of the consequences. 

As soon as he got on the boat, Jonah 
went down inside the boat. Then he 
went down into the sides of the ship 
and fell asleep. God sent a great wind 
and the waves broke over the ship. 
Everyone on board was in great danger. 
When they awakened Jonah, he ad- 
mitted at once that he was the cause of 
the trouble.” He knew that he was being 
punished for his disobedience to God. 
He knew, also, that unless the sailors 
got rid of him, everyone on the boat 
would die. So he commanded that they 
throw him overboard. Down, down, 
down Jonah went. Down; down into 
the sea. A hungry whale grabbed 
Jonah, and down, down he went—down 
into the belly of the whale: 

For: one hour, two hours, three hours, 
Jonah was inside the slimy, hot, smelly 
whale. Four hours, five, six—a whole 
day. A whole night. Another whole 
day. Another night. Another day. An- 
other night. And then God spoke to 
the whale, telling him to spit Jonah out. 
It was a good thing for Jonah that the 
whale was not as disobedient to God 
as Jonah had been! The minute God 
spoke, up came Jonah! And he was 
safe on the dry seashore. Next week 
we will see what happened when God 
spoke again to Jonah. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Message From God 
(Jonah 1:1-3, 17; 2:10) 

AVE you ever known of a boy who 

ran away from home, away from 
his father, away from his work? Some- 
times boys—and even girls—run away. 
But imagine a prophet running away 
from God and the work God gave him 
to do! One did! God said, “Go east 
with this message,” and the prophet 
went west, just as far west as he could 
go! Only he did not get there. God 
caught up with him! If a runaway 
boy thinks the woodshed and his 
father’s licking is bad, the prophet’s 
place of punishment was worse! You 
know how horrid the contents of a 
person’s stomach is when he has to 
bring it up. The prophet had to live 
three days in stuff like that inside a 
big fish! Now do you know who the 
prophet was? Jonah! Let us go back 
and get the whole story. 

First we must find Jonah. Our last 
bookmark is at the end of the Major 
Prophets. Let us put on our stars for 
the Memory Verse from Isaiah 34:16. 
Then come what three Minor Prophets? 
Next are Obadiah, Jonah, Micah. (Lo- 
cate the Books. Place Obadiah on the 
time ladder with Jeremiah, Jonah with 
Hosea and Amos, Micah with Isaiah; 
and enter the Books in the margin.) 

“Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, 
and read”—the errand on which God 
sent His prophet, Jonah (Jonah 1:1, 2). 
Now why would Jonah not want to do 
this errand for God? Nineveh was the 
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capital of an enemy country, a country 
that was going to conquer Israel! Jonah 
loved his country, and wanted to see 
the enemy of God’s people punished 
and destroyed. Perhaps Jonah was 
afraid that if they were warned, they 
might repent, and God was so forgiving 
that He might forgive them and not 
destroy them. Perhaps if Jonah had 
put his feelings in modern language, 
he would have said, “Let them spend 
eternity in hell!” It isn’t easy to love 
your enemies! 


So Jonah ran away from God’s job ~ 


and from God’s country! (Read v. 3. 
Use a map showing the Mediterranean 
Sea; and locate Nineveh, Joppa, and 
Tarshish in Spain.) But Jonah could 
not get away from God! Of course, 
he knew that. (Read or tell the story 
of vv. 4-17.) Jonah was no coward! 
He owned up. He chose death, which 
he knew he deserved, to save others 
who were in danger on his account. 
But God had His plans for Jonah’s life, 
and Jonah was learning the hard way— 
as boys and girls sometimes have to. 

Afterward Jonah could remember the 
terrible feeling of the waves washing 
over him; his sinking down, down, 
down; the seaweed wrapping around 
his head; down, to the bottom of the 
sea, to the depths of hell itself, it 
seemed. When he came to, in the 
darkness, pain, and slime of the fish’s 
stomach, all he could do was pray. 
But would God hear him from a place 
like that after what he had done? He 
made God some promises—some vows. 
Let him tell the story. (Read 2:1-7, 9.) 

“The Lord is good to all: and his 
tender mercies are over all his works” 
(Psa. 145:9, Memory Verse)—even a 
runaway prophet. Jonah’s prayer 
reached God. It was answered (Jonah 
2:10). God gave Jonah a second chance. 
We will find out about that next Sun- 
day. Better still, read Jonah’s whole 
story this week, and see for yourself. 

School is beginning again for you, isn’t 
it? Does Jonah’s experience have any 
points on that? 

Have you disobeyed God? “The Lord 
is good to all: and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.” Has He been 
“good” to you? Someone spent three 
days in death in your place (Matt. 12: 
40. Review other blessings that God 
gives the repentant sinner, which were 
mentioned in the readings given out 
last week.) . 
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Spring Beaver Hunt 
(Continued from page 635) 


camp, my strong desire would be to 
build a fire and have a rest, but they 
go to work with great energy to build a 
camp, cutting spruce brush, sticks for 
tea pails, firewood, etc., then have a 
meal, then set off with apparently un- 
flagging strength to hunt beaver, look at 
traps, etc. In other words, when we 
have traveled a number of hours in the 
bush, I have used up most of my re- 
serve, while for them it is all in a day’s 
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work to walk three or four more hours 
after making camp. i 


(To be continued) 


ve 


Are Believers on Probation? 
(Continued from page 632) 


for sin is still the same as it was when 
he entered the new life, that is, the 
blood of Christ. “The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
. .. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:7, 9). 


ve 


A Hawaiian Tour in the Autumn 


HE third Christian Fellowship Tour 

to the Hawaiian Islands is planned 
for this coming autumn. The tour will 
leave Chicago on the North Coast Lim- 
ited October 19, arriving at Seattle, 
Wash., the morning of the 21st, in which 
city. a sight-seeing tour has been ar- 
ranged for the morning, leaving the 
afternoon free. After dinner at the 
Olympic Hotel, the party will be trans- 
ferred to the Tacoma-Seattle Airport 
where a Northwest Airlines plane will 
be boarded for a night flight to Hono- 
lulu. 

Ten days are spent on the islands. 
At Waikiki Beach the party will be at 
the Moana and Royal Hawaiian Hotels, 
and at the Kena Palms Hotel on Hawaii 
and the Coco Palm Lodge on Kauai. 
The hotels are the best for service, ac- 
commodations, and location. 

Sight-seeing trips will include the Ko- 
diak Hawaiian Show, Kapiolani Park, 
Hawaiian Village, Pearl Harbor, Bishop 
Museum, Hawaiian Pineapple Cannery, 
King’s Palace, and many more interest- 
ing places on the three islands. 

Sunday there will be a special tour 
to view the principal churches, with 
services at Kawaiahao Church (the 
Westminster of Hawaii). The services 
will be in Hawaiian and English and 
will be followed by a recital of hymns 
in Hawaiian. 

There will be ample time for bathing 
from the hotels at Waikiki Beach in the 
tepid, colorful waters of the Pacific. 

The return from Honolulu will be on 
the S. S. Lurline, the flagship of the 
Matson Line, one of the finest passenger 
lines. There will be five nights on the 
ship—a_ very restful and_ interesting 
voyage. The party will arrive in Los 
Angeles, Calif., November 5th. One 
night will be spent at the spacious and 
lovely Biltmore Hotel, with sight-seeing 
during the day. .The party will leave 
Los Angeles the night of November 6, 
arriving in Chicago in the afternoon of 
November 8th on the Sante Fe’s Chief. 

Space on the steamer is limited to 
fifty passengers. Therefore, reserva- 
tions should be made as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a director of 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
and Mrs. Jaeger, will accompany the 
tour throughout. If interested, send 
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Lesson for September 6 





him a card requesting the Hawaiian 
folder which will contain all details, 
addressing your card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Com- 
_ pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
Pa. : 
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The Young, People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
.By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 6 


1, How To Lead a Meeting 
(1 Cor. 14:33, 44) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
ustd by permission. 

EE “How To” topics, beginning 
this week, are designed to help 
young people learn how to lead a meet- 
ing, how to read the Bible, and how to 
pray. It might be well to have three of 
your more experienced members present 
these topics, in that they may be able to 
draw from their own experience and re- 
call how they met the problems that 
confronted them in these three par- 
ticular fields. 
bi 
Leading a meeting in your young 
people’s group may seem, when it is 
first proposed to you, to be a formidable 
task. It need not be so if you will 
approach it in the right way and with 
sufficient time to prepare for all that is 
to take place. First of all, it should be 
recognized that the leader’s part is not 
to be a solo performance but rather a 
participation as a member of a team. 
If, at school or college, you were given 
the responsibility of winning a football 
game or a hockey match all by yourself, 
you could well be dismayed. But as a 
member of a team, doing your part and 
co-operating with the other players, you 
find it quite possible to do a good job. 
Just so, in a well-organized young peo- 
ple’s group, the leader of the meeting 
should be able to count on the help of 
the prayer meeting committee, the song 
leader and pianist, the counselor and 
pastor, as well as every other committee 
that needs to be called into action. . All 
of these working together with the 
leader as a team will produce a smooth- 
Tunning, interesting, and effective meet- 
ing. 
ye 
There are five “P’s” that should be 
kept in mind if the meeting is to be a 
true success. They are purpose, plan- 
ning, preparation, participation, and 
prayer. 
4 


As for the purpose, do you and the 
other members of your team have a 
clear understanding of why you are 
Meeting as a young people’s group, and 
what is to be accomplished in the 
particular meeting you are to lead? Or, 
are you just meeting because it is the 
thing to do, and nothing special is ex- 
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pected? If this last is true, then do not 
be surprised if the other members soon 
see that participation in the meeting is 
just going through motions. The real 
purpose of every Christian young peo- 
ple’s meeting is to give young people an 
opportunity to share in worship, ‘to share 
in Christian experiences, to encourage 
and inspire each other, to pray for one 
another, and to witness to unsaved young 
people as to what Christ has done for you 
(Acts 4:32-35; Gal. 6:2; Rom. 15: 1-3; Eph. 
5:19, 20). 

we 


The. planning should be begun long — 


before the day of the meeting arrives. 
Only in this way can you be certain that 
the Scripture reference for this week’s 
topic will be realized and that all things 
will be “done decently and in order” 
(1 Cor. 14:33, 40). This does not mean, 
however, that all things must be done in 
the same order as before lest the meet- 
ings become monotonous. Seek but do 
not strain for variety. 

Is your meeting to occur in some 
special season of the year that will 
serve as a focal point? Careful atten- 
tion should be paid to this, for often it 
will create interest in advance. 

A clear understanding as to what time 
the meeting room will be opened, and 
who is responsible for arranging the 
chairs, distributing the songbooks, secur- 
ing a blackboard if needed, and provid- 
ing for any other accessories. Nothing 
is more disconcerting to the leader than 
to have to jump into last-minute, fren- 
zied straightening up of the meeting 
room and making it ready for the com- 
ing meeting. Included in your planning 
may be also an understanding with 
certain individuals, if they are to be 
expected to participate either in the 
prayer time or in some special comment 
on the topic. They deserve to have had 
at least a week to think about the part 
they are to take. 

4 


Preparation should remind the leader 
of his or her choice of material, looking 
up suitable Scripture verses. bearing on 
the topic, securing good illustrations from 
real life to emphasize the main points, 
jotting down a simple and clear out- 
line that will serve as a reminder and 
prevent leaving out any important 
thought that should be _ considered. 
Such an. outline will also serve as a 
check to bring back one’s thoughts, if 
they wander, to the principle point that 
is to be driven home before the meeting 
is concluded. Prepare more than 
enough material to cover the time, but 
be careful not to do all the talking your- 
self. Practice beforehand in private or 
before a friend to make sure that your 
speech is clear and unhurried. Such a 
practice will also give you some idea of 
the time that will be consumed by the 
material you have prepared. 


we 


Participation deserves careful consid- 
eration in leading a meeting. Most 
young people become restless and disin- 
terested if they are subjected to a 
lecture by the leader. Include, in your 
plans for the meeting, time for others to 
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A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., $c.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet .of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Director 
of Research of one of the world’s largest 
industrial corporations. 

Light, heat, water, and life in God’s 
creation and the joyous hope of the resur- 
rected body are discussed in the third and 
latest edition of this 48-page booklet. 

Excellent for student gifts. 

Paper bound—30 cents, postpaid 
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speak. A set of carefully prepared 
questions will often stimulate thinking 
and encourage others to comment. Be 
careful here not to let the main drive of 
the topic become lost. Tactfully bring 
the discussion back to the topic, if it 
wanders. Be ready to give a conclusive 
summary yourself, or to call upon your 
pastor or counselor for this. The meet- 
ing should not be a forum in which 
everyone sets forth his or her opinion 
and all go away none the wiser. Bring 
God’s Word into the discussion as an 
authoritative and final guiding principle, 
so that any questions raised may be 
resolved in the light of “thus saith the 
Lord.” ‘ 
4 ‘ 
Last, but by no means least, the 
leader should in his own preparation 
and in the meeting itself lean hard upon 
God’s enabling and direction. Encour- 
age your members to take active part in 
the prayer time. Remind them that 
prayers should be short, and may even 
be simple sentence prayers, if they are 
direct and to the point. The leader may 
profitably suggest some _ particular 
thoughts for prayer to help those who 
have difficulty in knowing what to pray 
for. Do not discourage the use of Scrip- 
ture verses in the prayer time by less 
experienced pray-ers, but ask that they 
be sincere, and not merely a makeshift, 
and suggest that a simple, personal 
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prayer is likely to be more helpful to 
the individual and to the listener. Your 
own attitude of reverence will go far to 
stimulate reverence in others. If whis- 
pering or giggling does occur, do not 
hesitate to remind those present that 
they are in the presence of the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, who loved them 
and gave Himself for them, and whose 
right it is to have our respect and rever- 
ence when we come before Him. Above 
all, ask God, at the beginning of your 
meeting, to control and guide, and to 
suit a blessing to everyone present as He 
sees the need. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents audi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The Living Scriptures (Religious 
Drawings). By Jack Hamm. (Kregel 
Publications, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$1.50, paper.) A book of unusual in- 
terest and power is this volume of re- 
ligious drawings by one of the most 
noted cartoonists in America. Jack 
Hamm has received many national 
awards for his work in hundreds of 
newspapers and magazines, as he has 
clearly and forcefully applied the truths 
of God’s Word to real, lifelike human 
situations. As a feature, his cartoons 
have probably been more often clipped 
and saved than anything in print today. 
This book is a new collection of 120 of 
Mr. Hamm’s best cartoons, each a large, 
full-page picture, of compelling interest 
and bearing a brief but clear explana- 
tory title and Scripture. The pictures 
are clearly and beautifully printed on 
excellent paper, and the book bound in 
strong, glossy, stiff-paper binding, and 
decorated with one of the challenging 
cartoons. 


The Life of Our Divine Lord. By 
Howard Vos, Th.D, (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.50.) 
Departing from the usual chronological 
arrangement, the author follows a topi- 
cal structure for expounding the main 
events and the leading teachings of our 
Lord. Thus, for example, the miracles 
of Christ are first of all defended against 
critics, then ¢lassified as to their teach- 
ing, and finally individual miracles are 
studied in their context. Moreover, 
backgrounds are not ignored, and the 
Sunday school teacher will find much 
material with which to supplement the 
historical notices of the Gospels. The 
work is up to date, making use of re- 
cent findings to throw light on the 
sacred page. Some readers may con- 
sider Dr. Vos in error when he suggests 
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that the Star of Bethlehem was a con- 
junction of three planets. But, on the 
whole, this new work should fulfill a 
real need of pastors, teachers, and stu- 
dents. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





' Daily Bible Readings on the International 


the International 


———. issued 
sson Committee. 


Sunday School 
August 31 to September 6 


Mon.—Jonah 1:1-12. Fleeing From God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jonah rose up 
to flee . . . from the presence of the 
Lord, and went down to Joppa; and he 
found a ship going to Tarshish . . . to go 
with them . .. from the presence of the 
Lord.” Jonah tried the impossible. He 
soon learned that God was everywhere 
he could ever be. He had overlooked 
the great statements concerning God’s 
omnipresence as given in Psalm 139. 
God observes us. We all can truth- 
fully say with Hagar, “Thou God seest 
me” (Gen. 16:13). Be careful always 
to live and act as mindful of the all- 
seeing eye of God. “The eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous,” and they 
“search the heart” (1 Pet. 3:12; Prov. 
15:3; Rev. 2:23). Pray for Latin Amer- 
ica Mission, Bogota, N. J. 


Tues.—Jonah 1:17 to 2:10. 
A Cry for Help. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jonah prayed 
unto the Lord his God out of the fish’s 
belly.” Jonah learned some very per- 
tinent and profitable lessons in this 
tight situation. He learned that going 
to Tarshish was far worse than the 
overland journey would have been to 
Nineveh. We all have to learn that 
God’s way is the best way, and that if 
He did not graciously overrule our fol- 
lies, time and eternity would be the 
less rewardful. Never question God’s 
orderings. Be swift to answer Him af- 
firmatively, and let your feet be quick 
to respond to everything His Holy and 
righteous will demands. Here is a 
cheerful ray for a dark day: you can 
alway pray. Pray for the International 
Board of Jewish Missions, Inc., Atlanta. 


Wed.—Isaiah 51:4-6. A Law Goes Forth. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Hearken unto 
me, my people; and give ear unto me, 
O my nation: for a law shall praceed 
from me, and I will make my judgment 
to rest for a light of the people.” Is- 
rael paid little attention to God’s words 
of revelation. But the people of the 
earth were to be given light which 
they had refused. The Word has been 
published throughout the world. But 
many in our times, though highly fa- 
vored, are now ignoring the Bible. The 
neglect of it is appalling, and spells 
sorrow and woe for God’s professed 
friends. Few are seeking first the King- 
dom of God. (For penalties see Prov. 
1:26; Heb. 12:25; Jer. 10:25.) Pray for 
Pacific Garden Mission, Chicago. 











Thurs.—Isaiah 55:6-13. 
The Word Goes Forth, 


PraYeR Succestions: “So shall my 
word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I 
please.” By divine revelation all will 
be dealt with as deserved on the day 
of reckoning. It is the basis of faith, 
which has to come by the reception of 
the Word of God. It is also the basis 
of hope in God, and of eternal salva- 
tion, and qll essential blessings for life 
and service. Because of the wicked 
neglect of the Scriptures by multitudes 
in our g@hurches, faith will grow less 
and less, and sinners will be left in 
their sins. A Bible-reading revival is 
the greatest need of church people to-. 
day. Pray for the Oriental Missionary 
Society, Los Angeles. 


Fri.—Psalm 37:1-6. “Fret Not Yourself.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Fret not thy- 
self because of evildoers . . . fret not 
thyself in any wise to do evil” (vv. 1, 
8). Great numbers of God’s people 
worry. The song of joy is scarcely 
upon the lips of older Christians. Think 
of how joyful Paul was, even though in 
a Roman prison, when he wrote his 
letter to the Philippians. I saw that 
prison in Rome recently, and it is a 
doleful place. Even in Philippi with 
his feet fast in stocks, he had a joyful, 
singing heart. What has happened to 
our souls that we have so little of the 
joy of the Lord? Pray for the Million 
Testaments Campaigns, Philadelphia. 


Sat—Psalm 37:7-17. Wait on God. 


PraYER SuGcestTions: “Those that wait 
upon the Lord, they shall inherit the 
earth.” God’s promises look far on 
into the future. Let us learn to look 
for the “city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 
11:10). As Harriet Beecher Stowe says 
in her book (out of print), “He’s Com- 
ing Tomorrow” (in conversation with 
her husband after a sermon on that 
subject), “Husband, we are so worldly 
tninded!” We can see this in ourselves 
when we see how little time we spend 
with God’s Word, in prayer, in Chris- 
tian conversations, and in witnessing 
for the Lord. Undoubtedly we of this 
period come near to being described 
by the Lord in His letters to Ephesus, 
Sardis, and Laodicea. Note the remedy 
necessary (Rev. 3:18-22). Pray for the 
International Gospel League, Pasadena, 
Calif. 


Sun.—Psalm 37:25-31. Do Good. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Depart from 
evil, and do good; and dwell for ever* 
more.” Pray the Lord to deliver you 
from all evil. An evil conscience, lust- 
ing after evil things, and actual trans- 
gressions must never be in God’s 
people. It is, however, to be feared that 
many have not as yet been purged 
from their old sins and are unto every 
good work reprobate. Ask the Lord to 
make you “perfect in every good work 

. working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen” (Heb. 13:21). 


August 22, 1959. 











